THOMAS WOLSEY'S YORK MINSTER

WEDNESDAY 4 — FRIDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2015
NICHOLAS FRIEND

York Minster, the largest Gothic cathedral in northern Europe, contains the finest
complete original medieval interior and the largest and most diverse collection of
medieval stained glass in England. Its spectacular Great East Window is the largest
expanse of medieval stained glass in Britain. We will be shown the window, now
removed and placed in the workshop of York Glazier’s Trust where it is undergoing a
leading-edge conservation effort as part of a £20 million project restoring the East
End of the Minster. One of the country’s largest conservation and restoration
projects of its kind, painstaking cutting-edge science joins ancient craftsmanship to
reveal the full extent of the glory of York Minster's East End - a masterpiece of
stained-glass and stone hailed as England’s 'Sistine Chapel'.

The site of York Minster has always been an important one. The remains of a Roman
basilica have been found beneath the Minster, a Christian Church of 627 survived the
Viking invasion of 866 only to be ransacked by William the Conqueror's forces in
1069. A great Norman cathedral preceded the present church. Originally the first
Gothic building in the country, predating Canterbury’s Gothic chancel by 13 years,
from 1291 to the 1470s the entire central body of the church was rebuilt in
Decorated and Perpendicular Gothic style. In 1514, it was this ecclesiastical
masterpiece that the worldly churchman Thomas Wolsey, the butcher’s brilliant son,
entered as the new Archbishop, followed in 1515 by his appointment as Cardinal of
York. We celebrate the 500t anniversary of his Cardinalate with an in-depth study of
his astounding Cathedral and the Great East Window he once stood under.



Wednesday 4 November

10.00 Train departs Kings Cross (recommended)
I11.51 Train arrives in York
12.00 Meet NF for taxis to hotel
12.15 Arrive Dean Court Hotel
12.45 Group lunch at Mannion & Co

2.30 Introductory walkabout of Medieval York
4,00 Return to Hotel

430 Tea and coffee at Hotel

5.00 Lecture “York Minster, The Worldly Cathedral”
6.30 Lecture ends

8.00 Dinner at Cafe No.8, optional

Thursday 5 November

9:45 Meet Nicholas in Lobby
10.00 York Minster The Early Minster and the Crypts tour
11.30 Coffee at Bennett’s
12.00 York Minster Stained Glass tour

1.00 Group Lunch at Cafe Concerto

230 Walk to York Glaziers Trust at Bedern Studio via Medieval York
3.00 Private visit to Great East Window conservation project

4.45 Tea at Betty’s Tearoom

5.30 Return to Hotel

8.00 Dinner at Nineteen, optional

Friday 6 November

9:45 Meet NF in Lobby
10.00 Chapterhouse, Masons Loft and Chapterhouse Roof tour
11.00 Coffee at Bennett’s
11.30 Medieval York: Monk Bar, Micklegate Bar, Barley Hall
1.00 Lunch at the Hairy Fig

230 Collect luggage, taxis to York Station

2.59 Train departs to Kings Cross

4.51 Arrives Kings Cross

DEAN COURT HOTEL A 2 minute walk across the street from York Minster, Dean
Court is a handsome 19c former clergymen’s house. Beautifully decorated, it has two
excellent restaurants and comfortable individually designed rooms.

COST £825 members, £875 non-members, single room supplement £75, £250
deposit, includes two nights accommodation in Dean Court Hotel, both
breakfasts, all three lunches with wine, all coffees and teas including tea at the
iconic Betty’s Tearoom, all lectures, all entrance fees including exclusive private
tours and private visit to York Glaziers Trust, all gratuities, VAT.



