RYE
East Sussex
‘CAMELOT OR CAULDRON?”’

Monday 28 — Thursday 3| October 2019

HIGHLIGHTS:

A 19-20c seaside setting with an ancient and prosperous maritime history; lodestone
for Britain’s most celebrated writers and painters: where Henry James wrote The
Golden Bowl’, Joseph Conrad wrote ‘Lord Jim’, and ‘The Secret Agent’; where
H.G.Wells produced ‘Tono Bungay’, and EF Benson wrote and set no fewer than six of
his waspish Mapp and Lucia novels; the place where Radclyffe Hall matched her
purple prose to Paul Nash’s radical imagery; the environment that John Piper, and
Lucien Pissarro painted: a place that ‘could draw unto itself lovely colours: soft greys
and soft browns and soft, dark purples; and at sunrise and sunset its red roofs would
blaze, and so would the leaded panes of its windows.” We seek to recapture that
illustrious time and place through the lectures, readings and the works of art of
those who were most productive in this special place.

HOTEL:

THE MERMAID INN, EAST SUSSEX

The Mermaid Inn is one of Britain’s most charismatic inns: secret passageways,
winding tunnels, and snugs with crooked, low-beamed ceilings, mullion windows and
strange wall carvings depicting Catholic priests fleeing the continent during the
reformation. Built in 1420, the inn has long, colourful history. During the [8th
century, it was the watering hole of the notorious Hawkhurst Gang, a 600-strong
crew of ruthless and often murderous smugglers.

COST: All lectures, tuition, and ‘pastoral’ care, private visits, entries, and transportation
during the tour, three nights accommodation with breakfast, lunch and dinner with wine,
all coffees and teas. £1285 members, £1335 non-members, no single room supplement,
deposit £250. Please note that this cost excludes travel to and from Rye.



MONDAY 28 OCTOBER

10.37 Suggested train Lleaves St Pancras.

[1.45 Suggested train arrives Rye. Taxis to the Mermaid Inn

12.30 Opening Lunch in Hotel : NF short introductory talk, ‘Crazy Old
Houses: Writers’ Visions of Rye’

2.00 Short walkabout in Rye

3.30 Teain The Cobbles Tea Room

7.00 Dinner and readings in Hotel

TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER

10.30 Coffee
[1.00 NF Lecture: “The Commerce and Conversation of Many Friends’:
Writers’ Friendships and Tensions in Rye’
12.30 Lunch in Hotel
2.00 Visit Lamb House
3.00 Rye Castle Museum
4.00 Leave for Hotel
7.00 Dinnerin Hotel followed by short concert of recorded music inspired by
the sea.
WEDNESDAY 30 OCTOBER

10.30 Coffee

11.00 NF Lecture: ‘Paintings of Rye, from Paul Nash to John Piper’

12.30 Lunchin Hotel

2.00 Visit paintings collection at East Street Castle Museum with Curator
Jo Kirkham

3.00 Private visit to Rye Art Gallery with curator Julian Simkiss-Day

4.00 Fletcher’s House Tearooms

7.00 Dinner and readings in Hotel

THURSDAY 3| OCTOBER

10.30 Coffee

[1.00 NF Lecture “‘The Remarkable Women of Rye: M Piper, Radclyffe
Hall,Una Troubridge, Edy Craig, Christabel Marshall and Clare Atwood’

12.15 Lunchin Hotel

.30 Leave for Smallhythe Place

2.00 Private visit to Smallhythe Place

3.30 Leave for Tea at ‘Miss Mollett’s High Class Tea Room, Appledore
4.57 Suggested train leaves Appledore

5.54 Suggested train arrives St Pancras.



