THE ANNUAL ASKHAM HALL MUSIC FESTIVAL

All Schumann Programme

Friday 28 FEBRUARY - Monday 2 MARCH

What a striking conjunction awaits us as spring begins! Those on our Schumann study day this summer felt they had
re-discovered this great composer as our study reached far beyond his well-known piano concerto and Rhenish
Symphony. We found a composer who in his chamber works reaches depths of complex feeling that we thought
had been reserved for his close friends Chopin and Brahms. Now an opportunity has arisen to hear Schumann in the
hands of young masters of their art. Indeed, the exquisitely sensitive pianist Noam Greenberg and his colleagues
have dedicated the whole of this pre-spring’s Askham Music Festival to this glorious composer. We will be so
fortunate to hear Schumann celebrated in this perfect Romantic setting.

Concerts are no longer held in Askham church, as they have been for our previous three visits, but in the rather
more salubrious and cosier environment of the bam at Askham. Nicholas introduces us to the romantic and eclectic
cross-disciplinary context for Schumann’s work and life, and we visit two magnificent properties in the Lakes which
exemplify Eclecticism at its most eccentric and English best: ancient Hutton-in-the-Forest, one of Simon Jenkins’ 100
best houses, just outside Penrith, the home of Lord and Lady Inglewood, and magnificent Victorian Holker Hall, the
Lakeland home of the Cavendishes, relatives of the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire of Chatsworth. Meanwhile
The Hall, with its welcoming log fires, library- armchairs and reading nooks- grand yet comfortable bedrooms, and
wonderful food. A warm reception by Nico the house manager and sommelier, and, of course, by the Lowthers,
themselves, await us. Please come again to the festival or give yourself a treat!



FRIDAY 28 February
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LONDON EUSTON : Train departs for Penrith

Train arrives Penrith for minibus to Askham Hall

Drinks reception and welcoming lunch with NF remarks

End of lunch

Check in and rest

Tea available in the drawing room

Short | NF lecture: ‘The Schumanns At Home: the musical milieu of Leipzig'
Welcoming Reception with canapés and drinks before concert

Concert

Kinderszenen op. |5; Violin Sonata in A minor op. 105; String Quartet in A
Major op. 41/3

Group dinner

SATURDAY 29 February
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Breakfast

Nicholas preparatory lecture: ‘The Meaning of Romanticism in music, art and literature’
Group lunch in Askham Hall

FREE AFTERNOON

Tea in the Hall

Concert

Piano Trio in G minor op. I 10; Piano Quintet in E flat Major op. 44

Dinner in Askham Hall

Group Dinner in Askham Hall

Evening Recital by Noam Greenberg round fire in the Drawing Room

| March

Breakfast

Leave for Hutton-in-The Forest

Private visit to Hutton-in-The-Forest, private home of Lord and Lady Inglewood
Lunch in the Boot and Shoe pub, Greystoke

Short Visit to Greystoke Church for medieval stained glass and misericords

Leave Greystoke to return to Askham Hall

Arrive Askham Hall

Tea at Askham Hall

Concert : Papillons op. 2; Canonic Studies op. 56; String Quartet in A minor op. 41/1
Group dinner in Askham Hall

MONDAY 2 March
Please check out
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Breakfast

Leave for Holker Hall

Arrive Holker Hall for coffee and private visit

Closing Lunch at The Rose and Crown, Cark-and-Cartmel
Leave for Oxenholme station

Train departs Oxenholme for London (direct)

Arrive London Euston Station
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Askham Hall
Country House Hotel
Askham nr Penrith
Cumbria
CAI10 2PF

With fifteen beautiful bedrooms, Askham Hall is one of the of the most comfortable of conversions of former country
homes. Askham Hall was once a fortified 14c pele tower protecting England from invasion by the Scots. In the |éc it was
converted into a grand Elizabethan mansion by Thomas Sandford before being bought by the Lowther family 200 years
ago. It then became home to Anthony Lowther, a descendant of the 5th Earl of Lonsdale, Hugh Lowther, the “Yellow
Earl”, and was passed down the family.

The present owner's grandfather moved into the Hall after moving out of Lowther Castle next door. The Hall is now
owned by Charles Lowther and his mother, Caroline, Countess of Lonsdale, who until recently kept Askham Hall as the
family home. The brave plan to open the Hall to others as a commercial venture seems to be the successful product of a
close-knit family: Countess of Lonsdale, Charles and his wife, Juno, and his sister, Marie-Louisa Raeburn. Together they
sustain a homelike, unpretentious country house hotel, a brilliant staff, and a very fine kitchen.

£1395 members, £1445 non-members, £130 single room supplement, deposit £350, includes three nights
accommodation and all tuition: full breakfast, coffees, all lunches in the Hotel, and all dinners including wine; all three
concerts, all lectures and private visit arrangements, and all taxi travel during the tour (please note that this cost excludes
train tickets to and from Penrith) (with regrets limited to 10 participants )



